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The Exhibition continues for two weeks

The Figurative Show 2015
Seven Different Painters—Seven Distinctive Styles

Muriel Barclay
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The paintings will be on view in the Gallery from Monday 6th March
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The paintings may be viewed and purchased prior to the exhibition opening.

Muriel Barclay −
Muriel first showed promise in art at 
school, however she was persuaded 
to go to University rather than Art 
School. “People didn’t buy art 
then.” Art was not considered a full 
time job and you couldn’t earn a 
living from art.

Muriel studied History and 
Philosophy at Edinburgh. On 
graduating she took the step of 
going to London, where she took a 
secretarial role in a Mayfair Gallery, 
to gain experience. The gallery 
specialised in Impressionist and 
Post-Impressionist art and she was 
to learn a lot about ‘art’ and ‘life’ 
from her two years there. She then 
returned to Glasgow and made a 
decision to start teacher training. 
She got married at 24 and had a 

child a year later and then another and another. In this respect, her life 
path looked conventional for a woman.

However, the desire to paint was never far away. Indeed teaching hours 
gave her the flexibility to juggle her family life, leaving her some space 
to take regular art classes, in the evening, at weekends and at art courses 
that would last for a week. Latterly, she moved to part-time teaching to 
give herself even more time to paint.

Muriel also studied for an Open University Degree in Art History, which 
she said was “life changing.” She studied the development of art from 
the mid 1800s to the 1980s, a period when art was to take a massive 
turn with the advent of Abstract Expressionism and Pop Art. This had a 
profound effect on the development of Muriel as an artist. “I started to 
understand what, how and why paint works. It made me reflect on what I 
wanted to paint and my own techniques.”

Muriel is influenced by many of the great artists. In particular Edward 
Manet and his painting ‘Olympia’, Degas, Matisse as well as Malevich, 
Mondrian, Rothko and Jackson Pollock. She admires their rejection 
and rebellion against the past and the system. She also has a love of 
photography, including Testino, Lee Miller and Diane Arbus and is 
enthralled by their powers of observation.

Of her paintings, Muriel says “I am interested by people and their 
relationship with each other and the world.” She is particularly interested 
in the female perspective, their intimacy, vulnerability, fragility and 
their defences. Her paintings are about observation and ambiguity. 
She composes her subjects and invites the viewer to interpret what the 
painting is trying to say.

Muriel’s subjects are invariably beautiful, immaculately groomed girls 
with their hair tied back and meticulous face make-up, set in a musical 
or ballet theme. She frequently introduces props, including musical 
instruments, animals and males to enhance her narrative. Her use of tutus 
is designed to accentuate the femininity of her subjects. “Wearing a tutu, 
is every small girl’s dream.”

Presently she is working an almost monochromatic expressive effect, 
where her blacks are constructed from purple and umber and her whites 
are constructed with pinks, blues, yellows and lilacs. Her tones and use 
of mark making enhances the expressive depth of her paintings. In the 
forefront are her figures and an exhibition of the human form with its 
endless permutations. It is important to her to be accurate and convincing 
and her subjects are placed in a pleasing way. The viewer will always get 
a sense of the dynamism from her paintings with her combination of 
expressive backgrounds and compelling subjects in the foreground.

Wise Monkeys Exhibition
New Work by Muriel Barclay
Contemporary Fine Art Gallery, Eton March 2017

“Nothing is easier than to denounce the evildoer; nothing is more difficult than to 
understand him.” 

Fyodor Dostoyevsky
 
“Between two evils, I always pick the one I never tried before.” 

Mae West
 
“Evil isn’t the real threat to the world. Stupid is just as destructive as Evil, maybe 
more so, and it’s a hell of a lot more common. What we really need is a crusade 
against Stupid. That might actually make a difference.” 

Jim Butcher, Vignette
 
Out of hundreds of wise and witty quotes on evil, these are favourites of mine. 
Volumes could be written about the nature of evil and the significance of the 
Chinese monkeys’ response to it. How do you paint them?

Meaning in an artwork is signified by subject and medium. Ideas around power, 
communication and control have inspired these paintings, but the viewer’s share 
may interpret a different meaning and that’s ok with me. Those who know my work 
will recognise the usual cast of dancers and musicians - appealing subjects, in poses 
often ambiguous sometimes humorous, representing my ideas.
 
The difference in this body of work is how I’ve used the medium to achieve a more 
detailed interpretation of what I see. My methods have intensified. I’ve stared at 
shadows of a girl’s throat, a back expressively turned, how the folds of a dancer’s silk 
skirt tell of the form below. Daily I’ve set out my palette of ochre, scarlet, umber, and 
other pigments and added white in tiny increments, to explore the subtle contours 
of flesh and fabric. Framed against the architecture of a piano or triangulated with 
violin and bow, my models make shapes to tell stories. I feel the intensity of the 
work has heightened - but again this is for others to judge.

In my studio, listening to good and evil on the radio over the past year as I’ve been 
painting this show, I’ve felt many emotions but the main one has been the joy of 
painting. I hope you as the viewer share this.

Muriel Barclay



Lesser Evils
50” x 40”

Oil on Canvas

Undoing Knots
36” x 26”
Oil on Canvas



Sanctuary Sought
40” x 50”

Oil on Canvas

Shoe Drama
30” x 40”
Oil on Canvas



Angulation
30” x 36”
Oil on Canvas

Sound Carries
30” x 36”

Oil on Canvas



Point to Point
30” x 36”

Oil on Canvas

Ribbons
26” x 30”
Oil on Canvas



Lip Reading
24” x 20”

Oil on Canvas

Not Seeing
26” x 24”
Oil on Canvas



Not Hearing
28” x 20”

Oil on Canvas

Seeking Silence
28” x 20”
Oil on Canvas



Background Sounds
24” x 20”

Oil on Canvas

Finger Tip Sound
24” x 20”
Oil on Canvas



Quiet
16” x 16”

Oil on Canvas

White Tutu 1
14” x 16”

Oil on Canvas

White Tutu 2
14” x 16”
Oil on Canvas



Half Seeing
14” x 12”
Oil on Canvas

Half Hearing
14” x 12”

Oil on Canvas

Silence
14” x 12”

Oil on Canvas



Hearing
12” x 12”
Oil on Canvas

Seeing
12” x 12”
Oil on Canvas

Speaking
10” x 10”
Oil on Canvas

Top Left:

Top Right:

Bottom Right:Eyes Closed
10” x 10”

Oil on Canvas

Not Listening
12” x 12”
Acrylic on Board
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Toward Curtsy
40” x 36”

Oil on Canvas


